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Dear Friends,

On behalf of the North American Regional Committee of the WSCF, it is my pleasure to introduce the 2016 
annual report for the World Student Christian Federation - North America. Throughout the year, WSCF-North 
America engaged its constituencies and member movements in the work outlined by the global WSCF 
strategic plan and on the regional thematic priority of racial justice and Indigenous solidarity. 

Student Christian Movements (SCMs) in the region planned their national events and worked with students 
and young adults on issues of faith and justice. Noteworthy is the continued involvement of SCM Canada 
with the Cahoots Social Justice Festival and the SCM-USA’s planning of its National Leadership Training 
Program (LTP). The WSCF offered support to the planning of these events, which are important and 
unique programs contributing to SCM capacity-building, to students’ empowerment and formation and 
as ecumenical training tools for Christian justice-oriented students. Engaging young Christian students 
in progressive theological reflection, critical thinking and social justice activism in connection to a global 
community of justice seekers within the WSCF is a commitment we must nourish and renew in times of 
great social unrest, economic challenges, political ferment and dramatic change in the life of churches 
across the continent and the world.

The North American Regional Committee (NARC) met in Minneapolis, MN in November 2016 to evaluate its 
work and plan ahead. NARC decided on programming for 2017, which will include an Indigenous Solidarity 
Trip to be held in Winnipeg, Canada in May 2017 and an Interfaith Feminist Theology Conference to be 
held in Edmonton, Canada in October 2017. NARC decided to postpone its Regional Assembly until the 
Spring of 2018.   

GREETINGS
FROM THE NORTH AMERICA EXECUTIVE AND ADVOCACY & SOLIDARITY DIRECTOR
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In 2016, students and young adults both in leadership positions and emerging as leaders attended 
regional and global events, either organized by the WSCF or co-sponsored by the Federation, 
including Ecumenical Advocacy Days in April, the WSCF Inter-regional Leadership Training Program 
on Migration with a focus on racial and Indigenous people’s justice held in Dhaka, Bangladesh in 
December 2016, the International Camps at the Ecumenical Center of Agape held in Italy in August 
2016, and a regional Border Solidarity Program between the US and Mexico held in Arizona in October 
2016.

In this report you will find significant contributions by students, young adults and senior friends 
describing in details the events in which they have participated, they have planned and supported in 
2016. I am sure you will enjoy reading about how the WSCF continues to be life-changing for so many 
people around the world and how its contribution to social justice and social change continues across 
the decades,  borders and generations. A special thanks to all our partners who have generously 
shared resources, wisdom and friendship in our work in 2016.

In Christ and in solidarity and onward to 2017!

Luciano Kovacs

WSCF-NA Executive and Advocacy & Solidarity Director
World Student Christian Federation - North America
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OUR PEOPLE
Linwood Blizzard II - Treasurer
Logan Boese - US Co-Chair and President of the Board
Elyse Brazel - Secretary of the Board
Aude Isimbi - Advocacy and Solidarity Chair 
Luciano Kovacs - North American Regional Secretary
Jay Hooper - Fundraising Chair 
Maya Brigid Brathwaite - Bible and Theology Chair
Cydney Proctor - Canadian Co-Chair and Vice President of the Board
Paula Sommerville - At Large Representative, Lutheran Student Movement U.S.A.
Wynne Taylor - Women, Gender and Sexuality Chair
Brandi Friesen Thorpe - Canadian Executive Committee Representative
Louis Tillman - U.S.A. Executive Committee Representative
Zillah Wesley III - Communications Chair
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The World Student Christian Federation North America Region has had a full year. In this 
report you’ll have an opportunity to hear about the programs and work of the region. As the 
Co-Chairs our report will detail some of the larger decisions of the board in relation to the 
larger Federation and our movements. We are excited to announce some board membership 
and staffing changes throughout the year. 

In June of 2016 Ann Jacob, the former President of the Board and U.S. Co-Chair, 
transitioned off the Board. NARC then welcomed Logan Boese the Board Secretary and 
former LSM USA Representative to the role of President and U.S. Co-Chair. In August 
2016 the Board affirmed the nomination of Elyse Brazel for the Board Secretary position. In 
December of 2016 Michelle Both joined the Region as our new Communication Coordinator. 
We are thankful to these individuals for their service to the region and the ways in which they 
help us continue our work. 

In November of 2016 the board of the WSCF-NA met at Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN. 
Though brief, the time together was fruitful and critical in preparation for the upcoming 
programmatic, financial and theological decisions to be undertaken by the board. The board 
also reviewed the recommendations for the 2017 Online General Assembly. The full details 
of the November Board Meeting can be found in the meeting minutes. 

While the region has maintained its fundraising ability the financial pressures from the IRO 
have created some difficulties. In November the Board voted to delay the North American 
Regional Assembly (NARA) for 1 year in order to maintain our programs and staff salaries. 
For the year ahead we are excited for our numerous regional programs and the work that our 
movements are doing. 

Thank you for all of your support in the last year as the North American Regional Committee. 
Thank you for all of your prayers, financial contributions and advice - but most of all thank 
you for standing alongside NARC in our fight for global justice. 

Sincerely, 

Logan B. Boese 
President and U.S. Co-Chair of the WSCF-NA

Cydney Proctor
Vice President and Canadian Co-Chair of the WSCF-NA

GREETINGS
FROM THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS CO-CHAIRS
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“WSCF’s work is important because one of the things 
that we do is foster dialogue. We build relationships 
across barriers. Those relationships are one of the 
most important tools for creating change in our 
political systems and lives...We need to promote 
love and community and fight fear with love.”

- WYNNE TAYLOR, 
WOMEN, GENDER & SEXUALITY COORDINATOR
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The primary goal of the WSCF-NA is to foster movement building within the SCM-USA and SCM of 
Canada and to enable participation of North American students  in the activities of the World Student 
Christian Federation at all its levels. 

Campus, Church and Partner Visits & Partnership Meetings
Minnesota and Iowa | February 23 - March 3
Arizona | March 17-20 
Austin, TX |  May 17-20
Toronto and Ottawa, ON | June 6-8 & June 13-15
Portland, OR | June 18-25
No-Gun, RI South Korea | September 2-5
Charleston, SC | November 14-15 

North America Regional Secretary visited students, campus ministries and partners in Minnesota, 
Iowa and Arizona in the months of February, March and May. Such visits included the exploration of 
venue and partnership for the Border Solidarity Program and launching of SCM Hub in Austin, TX. The 
Regional Secretary also attended the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church USA in Portland, 
OR, the Working Group Meeting of Peace for Life in No-Gun Ri, South Korea and the National Council 
of Churches US Governing Board in Charleston South Korea. 

Universal Day of Prayer for Students (UDPS)  
Third week of February, Global

The 120th Universal Day of Prayer for Students was celebrated on the third week of February 2016. The 
theme of the 2016 UDPS was Stories of Faith. This year’s material was prepared by SCM Britain. 

World Council of Churches, Reference Group for the Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace
February 12-18 Bethlehem, Palestine

Brandi Friesen Thorpe represents the WSCF on the WCC Reference Group for the Pilgrimage of 
Justice and Peace. The 2016 meeting took place in the Middle East and focus on peace and justice 
in Israel and Palestine. Mandated by the 2013 WCC 10th assembly in Busan, the WCC has embarked 
on a pilgrimage of justice and peace as it moves towards the 11th assembly scheduled for 2021. The 
pilgrimage is a focus point of our programmatic work during this period and a reference group has 
been formed to guide, advise and accompany the work.

YEAR IN REVIEW
2016 MOVEMENT BUILDING - PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES 
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WSCF US Trustees Meeting 
New York, NY, USA

Winter Meeting March 10-11  
Spring Meeting June 4-5
Fall Meeting September 29-30

The WSCF US Trustees meet three times a year to discuss 
ways to support the WSCF at the national, regional and federal 
level. They maintained a database of US SCM/WSCF alumni and 
organize fundraising campaigns to support the Federation financially.

UN Commission on the Status of Women
March 14-24 New York, NY, USA

The 60th Session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women 
(CSW) took place in New York on March 14-24. WSCF-NA members joinined a wider 
coalition called Ecumenical Women. The CSW is a functional commission of the United 
Nation’s Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) for which the WSCF has NGO consultative 
accreditation. The 2016 session  focused on the following key areas:
Priority theme: Women’s empowerment and its link to sustainable development 
Review theme: The elimination and prevention of all forms of violence against women and girls 
The WSCF was represented by: Zillah Wesley III, Aude Isimbi, Annie Solis, Chinyere Chigor
Ebere Azubike, Edith Johanna Muñoz, Melanie Yong, Rana Khoury, Luciano Kovacs, Brandi Friesen 
Thorpe, and Jacqueline Sookermany.

Student Christian Movement-USA Leadership Training Program
March 31st - April 3rd Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN, USA

The SCM-USA National Leadership Training Program was held at Luther Seminary and St. Anthony 
Park, UCC in St. Paul, MN. This gathering was an opportunity for students, young adults, senior 
friends and partners at large to engage in conversations around movement building locally and 
nationally, to discuss glo-cal activism, and to reflect theologically upon the Christian faith and how 
it informs social and political engagement within the context of global grassroots organizing and 
movement building. This event focuses primarily on building up a more sustainable, stronger and 
firmly established SCM locally and nationally and provide participants with concrete skills and tools to 
do so. WSCF members from other regions were invited to participate and present. 

Ecumenical Advocacy Days
Racism, Class and Power
April 15-18 Washington DC, USA

The WSCF-NA participates annually in the Ecumenical Advocacy Days.  Ecumenical Advocacy Days 
(EAD) is a movement of the ecumenical Christian community and its recognized partners and allies, 
grounded in biblical witness and shared traditions of justice, peace and the integrity of creation. 
EAD’s goal, through worship, theological reflection and opportunities for learning and witness, is to 
strengthen our Christian voice and to mobilize for advocacy on a wide variety of U.S. domestic and 
international policy issues. This year’s EAD theme was Racism, Class and Power. The World Student 
Christian Federation-North America was a sponsor organization of Ecumenical Advocacy Days 2016. 
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National Council of Churches Christian Unity Gathering
May 4-6, Washington DC, USA

The National Council of Churches (NCC) organizes an annual ecumenical 
event where the four NCC convening tables gather. The four tables 

include Christian Education, Ecumenical Faith Formation and 
Leadership Development; Joint Action and Advocacy for Justice 

and Peace; Interreligious Relations; and Theological Dialogue 
and Matters of Faith and Order. An intergenerational task 
force also meets during this event. The two thematic priorities 

for the NCC are Mass Incarceration and Interreligious Relations 
with focus on Peace. The WSCF-NA has observer membership with 

the NCC Governing Body and presented on a panel on Grassroots 
Movement Advocacy on the Intersection of Racism and Militarism. 

Emerging Leaders Multi-faith Climate Convergence
June 20-24 New Orleans, LA, USA

In 2005, the world watched as Hurricane Katrina bore down on New Orleans and 
Louisiana with deadly force.  Only a month later, Hurricane Rita decimated many of 

Louisiana’s coastal communities. The images that surfaced in these storms’ aftermath 
introduced the realities of environmental racism and climate injustice to a larger audience 

than ever, as people saw clearly that those who suffered the worst of the storms’ impacts were 
persons of color, and the poor.

New Orleans and its surroundings served as a classroom during the Convergence, and its faith and 
community leaders were participants’ instructors and guides in a remarkable opportunity to mobilize 
and connect a new generation of leaders of diverse faiths on climate change. It’s a critical time, and it 
requires the innovative and energetic approaches that emerging leaders can offer. This is the second 
convergence organized by OurVoices, a campaign of GreenFaith, an interfaith organization for climate 
justice. Brandi Friesen Thorpe represented the WSCF. 

Cahoots Festival and Student Christian Movement of Canada General Conference  
June 9-12, Ridgetown, ON, Canada

The Student Christian Movement Canada was a co-organizer and sponsor of Cahoots Festival, which 
was held at Camp Kennesserie on the shore of Lake Erie on June 9-12. Cahoots is an annual four-day 
event featuring workshops on faith, social justice and do-it-yourself skill building. 

Agape International Political, Theological and Workcamp Camps
Global July 30-August 6, August 6-13, August 13-20 Agape, Prali, Italy

The WSCF has had a historical relationship with the International Ecumenical Center of Agape in 
Northern Italy, which helped build right after World War II as a symbol of reconciliation among the 
nations that had been at war in the conflict. Every year in August three international conferences - one 
on theology, one on political issues, and one on voluntary work - are held at the Center. The WSCF 
regions sent students to attend the camps and to participate in the community life as “workcampers”. 
The topic of the 2016 Political camp focused on the theme of migration, one of the program areas for 
the WSCF. 
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WSCF-NA: Ecumenical Tranformative Diakonia, Border Solidarity 
Program and School of the Americas Convergence

October 1-11, Tucson and Nogales, AZ/Mexico

The WSCF Solidarity trip to the US-Border trip was a North American regional follow-up 
event on the global WSCF Transformative Diakonia program on Migrants, Refugees and 

Asylum Seekers held at the Diaconal Center “La Noce” in Palermo, Italy in December 2015 
and organized in partnership with the Diaconal Commission of the Waldensian Church of Italy. 

The WSCF-NA border solidarity took place in Nogales and Tucson, Arizona from October 1st to 
the 7th and brought together 10 young adults from across the United States and Canada who were 

immersed in issues of migrant justice, border patrol violence, economic reasons for forced migration, 
US and Mexico trade and migration policies, deportations and incarceration of migrants, deaths of 
migrants in the desert, and other relevant topics. The delegation included two students from Italy, one 
from the Italian SCM and one from Mediterranean Hope, a migrant observatory program supported 
by the Italian Federation of Protestant Churches. This program was planned in partnership with the 
American Waldensian Society, the Church of Good Shepherd UCC in Sahuarita, AZ and the Southside 
Presbyterian Church in Tucson, AZ. At the end of the program, participants joined the School of the 
Americas Convergence. For more information visit: http://www.soaw.org/border.

Student Christian Movement Canada, Board Meeting
October 28-30 Ottawa, Canada

The Board of the SCM Canada is the highest decision body of SCMC in between National Conferences 
and meets annually to evaluate the work of the movement and to make decision for its future.  

WSCF-North American Regional Committee In-person Meeting 
November 18-20 St. Paul, MN USA

The North American Regional Committee (NARC) is the highest decision-making body of the WSCF-
North American Region in between Regional Assemblies and the Board of Directors of its non-profit 
corporation. The NARC meetings are attended by the Regional Secretary, the Regional Officers 
(Co-Chairs and Treasurers), the North American EXCO members, the representative of the affiliated 
and associated Student Christian Movements (SCMs) in the region and the at-large members of the 
committee. The NARC  provides  a forum for the development of a North American Regional identity 
and  leadership and support at the Regional level for work within the Region; supports struggles 
for justice, liberation, and human fulfillment that are going on within the Region and interprets these 
struggles to the churches in North America and to the rest of the World Student Christian Federation; 
serves a channel of communication among the various student movements in the Region;  provides 
a means for expressing solidarity with the work of other movements and regions of the World Student 
Christian Federation and initiates projects which involve concerns of member movements in both 
countries of the Region. NARC meets in person every 18 months. NARC meets once a month online.

Church of all Nations, SCM Twin Cities Hub Kick-off
November 19, St. Paul, MN, USA

During the WSCF-NA Board meeting in St. Paul the SCM Twin Cities launched its newly formed SCM 
Hub at a reception at the Church of All Nations. Members of the SCM and the WSCF board presented 
the work of the ecumenical student movement in the city, in North America and in the world. 
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Peace for Life Interfaith Youth and Women Assembly Global
November 28-30 Dhaka, Bangladesh

Peace for Life (PfL) is a faith-based movement and forum for peace and justice engaged in building 
interfaith solidarity and a spirituality of resistance to life-threatening forces of global hegemony.  It 
is an interfaith movement resisting empire, state terrorism, and militarised globalization; while 
promoting life-enhancing alternatives through the work of networks and social movements for justice 
and peace in the global South – Asia Pacific, Middle East, Africa, Latin America, and the Caribbean 
– along with its partners from North America and Europe. Peace for Life aims to provide a platform 
for peoples and groups, engaged in struggles for peace and justice, to draw strength from each 
other and nature courage together. Promoting interfaith and intrafaith solidarity among women and 
youth is a major undertaking of Peace for Life that has informed its programmatic approaches to key 
issues and campaigns. The Muslim-Christian Feminist Alliance and the Interfaith Youth Camp are 
spaces organised for women and youth of faith to conduct contextual reflection and analysis to aid in 
formulating strategies for both short and long-term engagements in the counter-imperial movement. 
WSCF members attended this event prior to the WSCF Global Training Program on Migration and 
Racial Justice. 

Inter-regional Advocacy Training Program on Migration at the Intersection with Racial 
Justice and Indigenous Solidarity
December 1-9, Dhaka Bangladesh  

This Inter-Regional Leadeship Training program was a follow on last December event on Ecumenical 
Transformative Diakonia focusing on Migration and Refugees held in Palermo, Sicily, Italy. The Program 
developed an Action Plan on how WSCF, a global movement of youth and students can engage young 
students from across the world in responding to the issues of forced migration in their different contexts 
and situation and respond to the call for advocacy and solidarity on specific themes. The program 
likewise came out with an analysis and common understanding of the root causes of forced migration 
specifically from the so-called Migrant Crisis in Southern Europe, where the program was held. It also 
affirmed WSCF theological basis for its engagement on the issue of migrants and refugees. 

In the program in Bangladesh, the WSCF aimed to pursue a strategic approach in its engagement 
with the issues of Migrants and Refugees in the next few years. Specifically, it aimed to further the 
recommendations in the Action Plan agreed upon during the Palermo Program to sustain and increase 
the members capacity to engage in advocacy and transformative diakonia work on Migration and 
Refugees at the global, regional, and national levels. 

In addition, the IRLTP, in this next round, aimed to develop a more nuanced analysis and strategy that 
intersects Racial Justice as an analytical framework in developing advocacy and campaign plans for 
Migrants and Refugees Rights, recognizing that most of migrants and refugees are discriminated on 
the basis of their racial background and origins.  

WSCF Staff and Officers Meeting 
December 6-8, Dhaka, Bangladesh

WSCF global staff and officers had their annual meeting following the WSCF Global 
Training on Migration and Racial Justice. 
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Churches Witnessing With Migrants 7th Conference
December 6-8, Dhaka, Bangladesh

The 7th International Consultation of the Churches Witnessing With Migrants (CWWM7) was held in 
Dhaka, Bangladesh immediately before the convening of the Civil Society Days (Dec. 8-9) of the 9th 
Global Forum on Migration and Development (Dec. 10 - 12).  

Bangladesh is an important setting for the 7th CWWM International Consultation as it is one of the major 
labor sending countries in the world and among the top ten remittance receiving countries. Bangladesh 
is a country in which the diverse forms of forced migration can be seen as significant concerns. The 
experiences in Bangladesh and other South Asian countries can greatly help in the work of CWWM.  
WSCF students attended the gathering following the WSCF Global Training on Migration and Racial 
Justice.

SCM-USA and SCMC Board Online Meetings
SCMC and SCM-USA hold monthly skype/phone meetings to conduct business and plan work ahead

WSCF-NA Racial Justice Program
The WSCF-NA identified Racial Justice and Indigenous Solidarity as its overarching theme for the 
triennium 2015-2018 as indicated at the WSCF North America Regional Assembly in June 2015. 

WSCF-NA Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Queer (LGBTQ) Outreach and 
Advocacy program
The WSCF-NA has a deep commitment to LGBT rights. This program is intended to reach out to LGBT 
students in North America and empower them to advocate for LGBTQ rights in the church and society. 
The WSCF-NA human sexuality task group coordinates this program and advocacy efforts

Program Area Chairs
The work of the WSCF’s North American Region is supervised by its North American Regional 
Committee (NARC), the highest decision-making body of the region in between Regional Assemblies. 
The current board was elected in December 2013 and consists of two co-chairs, a treasurer, two 
representatives to the WSCF global Executive Committee (ExCo), five program area coordinators, at 
large representatives from member movements, any North American officers to the ExCo and the North 
American Regional Secretary as ex-officio. The Program Area Chairs include: Advocacy and Solidarity, 
Bible, Theology and Innovative Liturgy, Communication, Fundraising, Women, Gender and Sexuality. 
The North American Regional Secretary staffs the North American Regional Committee to ensure 
programmatic cohesion of the Region and sits on NARC as Ex-officio. 

Advocacy & Solidarity
The Advocacy and Solidarity Chair is responsible for the region’s advocacy and solidarity work by 
connecting with communities in North America and around the world and by standing in solidarity with 
other SCMs and regions and other partners. Through its Advocacy and Solidarity Program, the WSCF-
NA responds to issues on which the Federation encourages SCMs to be active, follows up on the plan 
the global Advocacy and Solidarity Committee plans for creative action throughout the region. 

ONGOING PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES 
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Communication
The Communication Chair is responsible to facilitate the crafting 
and maintain of the region’s website and the creation and editing of 
publications and reports, and to facilitate other communication tools 
the region is in need for its functioning.  
 
In 2016, the Communication community was busy reorganizing, and building 
WSCF-NA’s social media network continues to be a priority. A campaign was 
launched to bring about more visibility of SCM and WSCF’s work in North America.

Fundraising
The Fundraising Chair is responsible to support the North American Office in networking, 
grant writing, developing a donor database and finding new areas of funding and to help the 
region to raise funds for WSCF programs and events.

Programming Committee/“Prepcoms”
Prepcoms (planning committees in WSCF jargon) are students- led groups intended to envision craft 
and plan WSCF national, regional and global events. 

Bible, Theology and Creative Liturgy
The Bible and Theological Chair facilitates the biblical, theological and liturgical life of the WSCF- by 
encourages students to find good news in the scriptures, to engage various author/text/reader-oriented 
hermeneutics, to dismantle hurtful Bible-bashing of others, and to think critically about how the Bible 
speaks to our modern-day context. The Bible and Theology program engages the region in its call to 
be God’s agents in addressing the world’s current challenges such as war, poverty economic injustice 
and the threat to our planet.   

Women, Gender and Sexuality 
The WSCF has worked on gender parity and women issues since its inception. The Women, Gender 
and Sexuality Chair facilitates the work of the region addressing women’s issues and issues related to 
sexual minorities and people oppressed and marginalized on the basis of gender, sexual orientation 
and the hegemony of the gender binary.  

This year the working group helped Student Christian Movement Canada begin the process of 
becoming an affirming organisation with the Affirm United program, a ministry of the United Church 
of Canada. This process will continue into 2017 and probably conclude before the end of the year. 
It requires critical examination of SCMC’s actions and inactions, both historical and current; the way 
it treats sexual orientation and gender identity minorities within the organisation; and how it engages 
with LGBTQ+ communities on campuses across the country. It calls for an honest confession and 
genuine apology, where necessary, and intentional engagement with issues surrounding the rights and 
treatment of LGBTQ+ minorities at home and abroad. 

The Women, Gender & Sexuality committee also commenced planning in earnest for the upcoming 
conference on interfaith feminist theology to be held in Edmonton, Alberta on October 20-22, 2017. 
The Edmonton SCM was able to establish connections in the local university and interfaith communities 
which have proven fruitful in the conference organising efforts. 
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“I’m enthusiastic about the WSCF’s work because 
it is so foundational to a future of peace and equity. 
The simple possibility of bringing people into 
dialogue, inviting each another to share, learn, and 
profess our differences - these opportunities build a 
deep wisdom which resists oppression, cruelty and 
mistreatment.”

- PETER HARESNAPE,  NATIONAL COORDINATOR, SCM CANADA
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REPORTS FROM 
OUR MOVEMENT

The Student Christian Movement of Canada had a busy year of transition and 
connection. We marked the 2016 Calendar with events like the Lenten ‘Jesus, Justice 
& Me’ Open Mic, the summer Cahoots Festival, and our autumnal retreat ‘Turning 
Tables’. We celebrated the work of SCM General Secretary Sarah Mikhaiel, and 
welcomed a new General Secretary. In programming and activism, the SCM 
in Canada continued doing what it does best – engaging broadly, deeply, 
intensively and curiously.

We engage broadly though the Cahoots Festival which gathers 
an ecumenical assembly to explore faith, social justice, and 
the do-it-yourself philosophy. Participants create the festival 
together, gaining experience in organizing and problem-
solving, creating an enjoyable, inter-generational space 
to share faith and life. Now preparing for its 4th year, the 
Cahoots Festival is a much-anticipated part of summer for 
many people and church congregations.

We create resources like the Faith, Justice and Disability 
devotional and distribute them freely, along with buttons, stickers, 
and other ways to engage the student body and the church in the work 
of justice.

 We engage deeply through local units, meeting on campuses or on the streets. 
These units are autonomous, but united in purpose to reach students and young 
adults desirous to engage with the Christian faith through a critical, thoughtful, 
reflective and informed lens. Local units work alongside chaplaincies and compliment 
their programs, and network with local justice and interfaith collectives as appropriate for 
their specific interests and concerns.

Local units are also connected through a monthly conference call. This provides 
a space for coordinators to share ideas and insights, receive advice and 
encouragement, and connect to the national and international concerns of the 
Movement. SCM Canada has recently invited our friends in SCM USA to join 
these calls as well, extending our mutual aid and cooperation principles.

We engage intensively through special programmes and 
conferences, including partnerships and exchanges with allied 

SCM CANADA



organizations like Christian Peacemaker Teams, Faith Connections, the Jesuit Volunteer Corps, Affirm 
United/A’affiermer Ensemble, the Brethren & Mennonite Council for LGBT Interests and many other 
groups, locally and nationally.

The Turning Tables Fall Retreat was also a time of intense study and sharing, as well as fun and 
making music, including writing new verses for the tongue-in-cheek SCM anthem ‘Poisoning the 
Student Mind’. Canadian SCMers took part in the School of the Americas convergence on the 
Mexico-US border and WSCF Leadership Training Programme in Bangladesh, benefiting from the 
international perspective and witness to a world without walls.

We engage curiously through our attitude to one another, to our ecumenical partners and friends, and 
the way we structure our events. We seek to learn from each other, to unlock the potential of each 
young adult and student, and to create spaces where the richness of our faith can be shared among 
those of many traditions.

The SCM encourages, equips and empowers young adults and students to seek out truth in their 
context. Whether through local units, national gatherings, or international solidarity and learning 
delegations, the SCM is engaging the prophetic teachings of Jesus for our times – broadly, deeply, 
intensively and curiously.

Submitted by Peter Haresnape, National Coordinator, SCM Canada

SCM USA

“The rain fell, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because 
it had been founded on rock.”  - Matthew 7:25, NRSV
 
This passage encapsulates the work the of the SCM-USA Advisory Board during the 2016 year. 
The results of the 2016 Presidential Election in the United States of America sent a surge of anxiety 
like a bolt of lightning through the cords of our Country. It became clear that the dark clouds of 

bigotry, hatred, and oppression were preparing to rain down upon marginalized people. The work 
of the SCM-USA Advisory Board called us to be future oriented. We worked towards  building 

on the foundation of the SCM-USA past so we can equip students for justice in not only this 
generation, but for generations to come. During the 2016 year we developed a structure 

for our board, we provided support and leadership to the SCM-USA Leadership Training 
Program. The Board called on campuses to secure the participation of students in 

the Leadership Training Program. We planned our first in-person visioning retreat 
that was held in 2017. We supported the work of SCM-USA hubs as well as local 

chapters. We developed a system for Campus Partnerships, Communications, 
and Strategic Partnerships (community based organizations including 

Churches). The Advisory Board has great chemistry and compliments 
one another’s gift in an extravagant way. Luciano Kovacs’ passion, zeal 

for justice, deep commitment to the Student Christian Movement and vision 
was like the icing on the cake! We are incredibly grateful for his guidance, 

enthusiasm, and visionary leadership. This work wouldn’t be the same without 
him!

 
We look forward in being agents of change to build the capacity of student voices for 

change through SCM-USA.
 

Submitted by Rev. Eric Jackson, Convener, SCM-USA Advisory Board
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The Primates World Relief and Development Fund’s Youth Council has been hard at work over the 
past year in various aspects of it’s mission to involve and to empower youth from across Canada. One 
of the major works that have been undertaken by the Youth Council was the National Youth Project, 
which for the time being is to increase access to clean water in northern Indigenous communities in 
Canada. This has been focused largely on a community in Northern Ontario called Pikangikum. Here 
the new access to clean water has had immediate far reaching impacts on the community as a whole. 
Not only does water have obvious impacts, in the form of healthy drinking water but it also has the 
added benefit of hygiene. For many people living in Pikangikum simple things like taking a shower 
can be impossible especially in the cold winter months. The opportunity to stay clean is not only good 
for one’s health but also improves self esteem. The most amazing thing about the entire situation to 
me was that although not all the houses in the town have been outfitted with the new infrastructure 
that doesn’t stop them from creating an amazing sense community. This is because the houses with 
access to water open their doors to other community members. This sharing of wealth is an amazing 
way to ensure that all have access to water even if all the houses have not yet been outfitted yet.

Another of the main focuses of Youth Council has been to involve youth from across the country in 
our new project of justgeneration.ca Diocesan Ambassadors, jDA for short. The point of this project 
is to find youth to be educators and ambassadors for justgeneration.ca, PWRDF and social justice 
around the world. The idea is to take youth and teach them how to be engaged and active members 
of PWRDF. We as Youth Council help the jDAs any way we can and facilitate various projects that the 
jDAs believe will be useful in their diocese. They will do every thing from speaking engagements, host 
work shops and even run their own events. They come together for orientations and meetings all to 
help them in their work in their dioceses. 

It is these goals of getting youth from across Canada involved, is one of the major factors which lead 
to our seeking association in the WSCF-NA. Youth Council realized that youth and young adults in 
the Canadian Anglican Church could learn a lot from the work that the WSCF is involved.  Connecting 
with people is the most important thing that we do as an organisation because it is the only way 
to continually open new doors. We look forward to meeting with new people and to our continued 
involvement with WSCF and hope that we can continue to learn from each other in the future.

PRIMATES WORLD RELIEF & DEVELOPMENT FUND’S YOUTH COUNCIL

The Lutheran Student Movement is approaching its third year of action since its revival. From service 
trips to national gatherings the LSM has been very busy making a name for itself again. After a 
long hiatus movement officially started back up again in 2015 with a spring break trip and national 
gathering. Since restarting the Lutheran Student Movement has not slowed down. Every region has a 
student representative that works on the National Council along with two staff advisors to plan events 
related to the LSM.

One of the LSM’s biggest events of the year is the national gathering.  Last year’s national gathering 
was held in Chicago from December 30th to January 2nd. Over 70 students and staff from across 
the country gathered at LSTC for four days of fellowship and faith. This year’s gathering is expected 
to attract even more students and staff to gather in Chicago to once again share in God’s love and 
service.

LSM is also preparing to help at the National Youth Gathering in Houston, summer 2018 and another 
alternative spring break also taking place in Houston Texas in 2018. 

LUTHERAN STUDENT MOVEMENT
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“I was looking for an organization like WSCF for the 
longest time and frankly I thought I would never find 
one. Once I heard about WSCF and the work it does, 
I wanted to be part of it in any capacity instantly. I 
never heard anyone talk about Jesus in a political 
radical way before, as an active activist son of God.”

- CARO IBRAHIM,  SCM CANADA
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COMMUNITY 
REPORTS
PERSONAL REPORTS FROM PROGRAM PARTICIPANTS 

Santana Alvarado, Leadership Training Program, Minnesota

“Throughout the weekend my mind absorbed and deciphered complex truths, my soul 
worked through the fear and amazement of how essential my faith is to this work, as my 
heart felt nothing but love and acceptance from those I’d be vulnerable with, those who 
would come to be friends.” 

“I always felt safe and supported but more importantly challenged, which often gives way 
to the kind of desperate safety topics like race and oppression create. I was comfortable 
(though never complacent) enough to know I could share my full self, even in my art which 
is rare and not taken lightly.”

“On the travel home I was rejuvenated and ready to apply all I’d learned and all the tools 
given to social justice work in my community and throughout the world. I left prepared for 
the year ahead, with a new found dedication to SCM /WSCF.”

Alberto, Border Solidarity Trip, Arizona & Mexico

“On both sides of the wall during the two days there have been arranged an alternation of 
testimonies, songs, plays and moments of prayer. Among the many participants there were 
many victims of the deportations and migrants’ relatives who were killed while crossing the 
border.” 

“Having come from another border, the island of Lampedusa, worldwide known for its 
location at the southernmost border of the European Union, I experienced the many 
similarities between the management of the two borders but I also have the chance to meet 
many organizations, activists, migrants and common people who envision a better world for 
the next generations.”
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Elizabeth Rueda-Herrera, Border Solidarity Trip, Arizona & Mexico

“This trip awakened me to the ugly conditions of our private prison industry and the ways in 
which organizations that our tax dollars pay for profit off of migrant bodies. And as if deaths at 
the hands of border patrol weren’t bad enough, this trip awakened me to the detestable ways 
in which LBGTQ peoples are particularly persecuted if they get caught by Border Patrol and in 
immigration detention centers.”

“Being in the desert land of Arizona affected me in this way and I am not done processing. But I 
know that to do nothing is to stand on the side of oppression. And I know that there is much work 
to be done. So, I am finding spaces and ways to stay motivated and encouraged. Because I 
need to keep fighting, to keep advocating. That all may rise and be seen as the image bearers of 
God that they are. The fight goes on. La lucha continua. Hay mucho que hacer.”

Caro Ibrahim, Inter-regional Leadership Training Program, Bangladesh

“Solidarity requires that I identify with the other. Solidarity goes beyond fairness and means to 
ask hard questions.”

“The room was full of joy and laughter. New friendships, extended chosen-family, and reunions. 
We were there for less than a week and yet it felt like a lifetime of knowledge and unforgettable 
memories.”

Abby Mohaupt, Standing Rock 

“Water is life:” this is the prayer of the water protectors at Standing Rock. It is imprinted on signs, 
clothing and bumper stickers.  It connects us.  I went to Standing Rock to be present as a white 
person, the descendent of colonizers on their soil. I wanted to witness what was happening from 
my perspective of social privilege on the sacred lands of the Standing Rock Sioux. I traveled to 
the camp with members of a delegation from Presbyterian Peace Fellowship during the week 
of Thanksgiving. I had spent weeks trying to follow the experience of the camps from afar and I 
was not satisfied.

At Standing Rock, we stood by the river in the mornings to pray. We spoke to her and called 
her by name (Mni Sose), knowing that if she disappeared, the watershed around her would 
break and change. Life would change. It was impossible to live and work in a camp without 
feeling connected to the earth. Embedded in our time at the camp was a sense of prayer and 
ceremony. The challenge was given to us that we should do all things in the camp prayerfully, 
that we should walk with prayer. It reminded me of the Christian teaching to “pray without 
ceasing.” 
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Charles McKinney, Agape International Political, Theological and Workcamp, Italy

“Men and women from over 30 countries assembled for this impactful camp that explored the 
causes and effects of universal migration, the human rights issues associated with migration, 
and practical ways that we all can get involved as activists to combat injustices faced by 
migrants/refugees before, during and after their journeys in search of a new normal, a better 
way of living.”

“We heard the powerful and heartfelt stories of migrants from Turkish Kurdistan, Somalia and 
Sudan, putting us up close and personal with the bona fide struggles they endure and the 
victories they work toward as they establish themselves in their new homeland, that being Italy 
(a Promised Land for many refugees escaping political, religious and/or military conflict or 
persecution in their native lands).”

Brandi Friesen Thorpe, The Pilgrimage of Peace and Justice, Bethlehem

“Personally one of the most valuable knowledges I walked away with, aside from 
relationships and the meeting of the global church, is an understanding of the relevance of 
contextual theology. Sitting in the court yard of Wa’am, a Palestinian reconciliation centre 
meters from the Western Wall, theology takes a different shape. Understanding God as 
a wall, a fortress that protects people, does not connect in a place where a giant wall 
oppresses an entire people, removing freedom and rights. God takes a different shape. In a 
place where my Palestinian friends have literally prepared a table for me and the delegation 
that represents a diverse world communion of church, in the presence of their enemies, love 
and God takes a different shape.”

“We sit, with stories and laughter and a plethora of different lived realities among us, eating 
our lunch on the sunny patio, at tables prepared lovingly for us by our new Palestinian friends. 
Our backdrop is the graffiti of Western Wall, separating the West Bank in Palestine from greater 
Israel, and we do not forget where we are. 

Pop pop pop. You can hear the backdrop of tear gas bombs being lobbed into the Palestinian 
refugee camps. The sounds are foreign to us foreigners, and I do not register it until the wind 
shifts and the air turns chemically sour, singeing the insides of our noses, making our eyes 
water. A minute later the wind shifts again. We return to the patio, our lunches, our fellowship. 
We go on. We eat. We pray. We listen. God is not a wall here, God is in the perseverance that 
exists because of the oppression of the wall.”
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CHURCHES
62.3 %
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AGENCIES

& OTHER INCOMES

14.7 %

0.0%
Fundraising 
& Grants

REGISTRATION
FEES 0.9 %

TREASURER’S
REPORT

PRIVATE DONATIONS 

INCOME BY SOURCES

SUBMITTED BY  LINWOOD BLIZZARD II, WSCF-NA TREASURER

Income Detail
The income for 2016 came from five major areas: the WSCF Inter-Regional Office, churches, 
agencies, registration, and other income. As shown in the chart, agencies and organizations 
contributed 22.1% and churches and denominations agencies contributed the greatest portion at 
62.3% of the income for the WSCF-NA. The contribution of 14.7% of the income by other income 
comes mostly from private donations to the WSCF-NA.
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Expenses Detail
The expenses for 2016 fall into four major categories: operational, programming, Student Christian Movement 
(SCM) support, and contingency spending. As shown in the chart below, the operational costs account 
for 25.3%, programming accounts for 27%, SCM support accounts for 20.4%, and contingency spending 
accounts for 19.7% of the expenses. These percentages reflect use of funds raised by the WSCF-NA.
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INCOME
Income Budgeted  First Quarter  Second Quarter  Third Quarter Fourth Quarter

WSCF Inter-Regional Office $ 77,500.00 $ 21,662.68  $ 47,271.15 $ 68,933.85  $ 70,635.85

Churches $ 55,000.00 $ 7,500.00 $ 59,168.84  $ 65,403.41  $ 74,942.45

Agencies $ 55,000.00 $ 23,600.00 $ 24,000.00 $ 25,560.00 $ 26,560.00
Registration Fees $ 5,000.00 $ 490.00 $ 8 90.00 $ 966.68 $ 1,110.53

Fundraising $ - $ - $ -  $ -  $ -
Grants $ 70,355.00 $ - $ - $ -  $ -
Other Income $ - $ 4,274.92  $ 8 ,026.08  $ 10,809.53  $ 17,712.98

Total Income $ 262,855.00 $ 57,527.60 $ 139,356.07 $ 171,673.47 $ 190,961.81

 
Personnel
Regional Secretary (Salary) $ 66,666.70 $ 16,710.67 $ 33,444.67 $ 50,178.67 $ 66,912.67
Regional Secretary (Pension) $ 4,668.30 $ 1,171.38 $ 2,342.76 $ 3,514.14 $ 4,685.52
Regional Secretary (Benefits, Health
Insurance, and Extra Health Expenses)

$ 15,600.00 $ 845.63  $ 7,089.02  $ 11,597.62  $ 14,716.92

Regional Secretary (Taxes) $ - $ 1,376.01 $ 2,960.34 $ 4,436.11 $ 6,184.53
Regional Secretary 
(Continuing Education)

 $ 2,000.00  $ -  $ - $ - $ -

Administrative Staff Support $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Communication Consultant $ 10,000.00 $ - $ - $ - $ -
National Coordinator SCM-USA $ 18,720.00 $ - $ - $ - $ -
Total Personnel $ 117,655.00 $ 20,103.69 $ 45,836.79 $ 69,726.54 $ 92,499.64

Operational
Acoounting and Administration $ 4,800.00 $ 800.00 $ 2,000.00 $ 3,200.00 $ 4,800.00
Rent and Occupancy $ 2,400.00 $ 1,000.00 $ 2,000.00 $ 3,802.39 $ 4,616.90
North American Regional Secretary 
(Travel and
Networking)

$ 10,000.00 $ -  $ 1,155.54  $ 1,280.63 $ 1,751.95

Telephone  $ 3,000.00  $ 287.36  $ 725.29  $ 858.21  $ 1,239.12
Administrative (Postage and Shipping) $ 2,000.00 $ - $ - $ - $ -
Advertisement and Promotion $ 5,000.00 $ - $ 160.00 $ 160.00 $ 160.00
Supplies $ 2,500.00  $ - $ 20.88 $ 26.85 $ 141.68
Photocopy $ 1,500.00 $ - $ - $ - $ -
Web Database and Tech Support $ 5,000.00 $ 336.27 $ 526.45 $ 716.63 $ 906.81
Miscellaneous Expenses (Bank and 
Transfer Fees) 

$ 1,500.00 $ - $ 112.42 $ 8,323.94 $ 8,467.62

Total Operational $ 37,700.00 $ 2,423.63 $ 6,700.58 $ 18,368.65  $ 22,084.08

2016  INCOME & EXPENSES

Expenses 
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Programming
Global and Regional Assembly and 
Conference

$ - $ - $ - $ - $ -

Working Area Coordinators $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Exchange Program with Latin American 
Region

$ - $ - $ - $ - $ - 

Regional Programming $ 40,000.00 $ 1,056.21 $ 3 ,890.18 $ 14,135.03 $ 17,467.65
Interregional Programming (Agape, 
CSW, EXCO, IRLTP, ASC, IEPC)

$ 10,000.00 $ 1,622.53 $ 3 ,072.73 $ 4,299.28 $ 6,142.01

LGBT $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Other Programming $ - $ - $ - $ - $ -
Total Programming $ 50,000.00 $ 2,678.74 $ 6 ,962.91 $ 18,434.31  $ 23,609.66

Student Christian Movement
Student Christian Movement
SCM-USA

$ 45,000.00 $ 5,929.77 $ 1 3,202.65 $ 13,438.41 $ 15,252.79

SCM Canada $ 2,500.00 $ -  $ 9 18.89  $ 927.71  $ 2,560.39
Total Student Christian Movement $ 47,500.00 $ 5,929.77 $ 1 4,121.54 $ 14,366.12 $ 17,813.18

Contingency  

Total $10,000.00 $ -  $ 7 ,936.90  $ 10,017.02 $ 17,237.40

Total Expenses $ 262,855.00 $ 31,135.83 $ 8 1,558.72 $ 130,912.64 $ 173,243.96

Net Income $ -  $ 26,391.77  $ 5 7,797.35  $ 40,760.83  $ 17,717.85

Summary
For the calendar year of January 2016 – December 2016, the World Student Christian Federation – 
North America (WSCF-NA) generated an income of $190,961.81 and expenses totaling  $173,243.96. 
As a result, the net income for 2016 was $17,717.85.

Conclusions
The WSCF-NA continues to receive the majority of its funding from churches and agencies. In 
comparison to 2015, there was an decrease in giving by agencies but an increase in giving by church, 
leading to an overall 11% decrease in overall giving between church and agencies for 2016. The 
overall revenues generated in 2016 were an 8% decrease from 2015. The decreased income was 
balanced by decreased, programmatic spending while coupled with an increase in contingency 
spending in supporting the global work of the WSCF. The forward direction of the WSCF-NA must 
include stabilizing the work of the global WSCF and more attention increasing support for the SCM in 
the USA and Canada.
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C h u rc h es &  D en o m i n at i o n s
The Advent Lutheran Church NYC  
American Waldensian Society 
Church of All Nations 
Episcopal Church 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America 
General Board of Church and Society 
United Methodist Church 
General Board of Global Ministries
United Methodist Church 
New York Episcopal Diocese 
Office of Christian Unity and Interreligious 
Relationships of the Council of Bishops of 
the United Methodist Church 
Riverside Church
Rutgers Presbyterian Church
United Church of Canada
United Church of Christ
United Methodist Women
Waldensian Church of Italy Otto Per Mille Fund

Ag en c i es  & O rga n i zati o n s
National Council of Churches
Princeton University Chapel
San Francisco Theological Seminary
The U.S. Trustees of the World Student Christian Federation

I N-K I N D  D O N ATI O N S
In-kind donations totaling $14,000 were contributed for purposes of funding:
The Agape Political Camp
Campus Visits
Ecumenical Advocacy Days
Emerging Leader Multi-faith Climate Convergence
WSCF-NA Board Meeting
National Council of Churches Governing Board Meeting and Christian Unity Gathering
Peace for Life Working Group
United Nations Commission on the Status of Women
The World Council of Churches Reference Group on Pilgrimage for Peace and Justice

SUPPORTERS



“let 
justice roll 

on l ike a 
river"

-  A M O S  5 : 24



The work of the WSCF - North America, as a collection of grassroots movements, 
is driven by the passion and dedication of all sorts of people throughout Canada 
and the United States. Through the interests and visions of young people we work to 
bring peace, justice and Christian unity into being, and to stand in solidarity with all who 
are oppressed. 

Interested in finding out more about the World Student Christian Federation - North 
America? Contact our Regional Secretary, Luciano Kovacs at wscfna@gmail.com to get 
connected today and follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter: @wscfna. 

JOIN THE 
MOVEMENT

SUPPORT THE 
MOVEMENT
WSCF - North America can do the work we 
do because of your financial support. Donate 
online by visiting wscfna.org/donate for more 
information.

Keep in touch | @WSCFNA 

World Student Christian
Federation - North America
475 Riverside Dr., Suite 700

New York, NY 10115

P: 1-212-870-2470
F: 1-212-870-3220  

wscfna@gmail.com

wscfna.org


